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Please welcome to our
church family, Anthony
Gardner and Nathan Morris.

Please welcome to our
church family, Robert
and Jewel Hicks.

Please welcome to our
church family, Jennifer,
Allie and Anna Dockum.

Noteworthy News of the Week

Ashland has been blessed by another Community Thanksgiving dinner. A mental
tapestry has been woven in the minds of the many people who enjoyed the great food
and the sweet fellowship on Thanksgiving Day at First Baptist Church. Thank you to
our guests, to the local businesses who donated, to the local churches who were so
generous and also to our dedicated volunteers who served. You were all awesome! | am
going to let the comments of those present give you a snapshot of the day. A few guest
comments included, Thank you!! I didn’t have to eat all alone; We appreciate your
willingness to prepare Thanksgiving for us and to know that people do care; and This
vear the food was better than last year. And last year, it was delicious! Some volunteer
comments included, I'm just not going to leave. I want to serve longer; Don’t thank me.
Thank God; Where can I sign up for next year? and Serving today has made my
Thanksgiving. Like last year, the weaving together of community members with local
businesses and local churches created a tapestry of Christian action that will forever be
etched in our minds. Thank you, God, for being the “Great Weaver” and for the joy we
experience as we partake in your bounty.

CARITAS for the Holidays
Important times for CARITAS: Breakfast at 6:00 AM (M-F), 6:30 AM (Sat-Sun);
Caritas bus departs at 6:30 AM (M-F), 7:00 a.m. (Sat-Sun); Dinner at 7:30 PM each
night; Bus arrives around 7:15 PM each night. Overnighters please arrive before 9:00
PM. We NEED a TV converter box! Please contact Dan or June Lynch at 752-6137.

DECEMBER 06 - 12, 2009 6:00-7:45 p.m. Library Open

6:00 p.m. GA'’s, RA’s (Girls Gr. 1-2:

Sunday - 06
830 am_ Worship #203; Girls Gr. 3-4: #215; Girls
9:30a.m. Blood Pressure Screening Gr. 5-6: #230; Boys: #217)
9:45am.  Sunday School 6:00 p.m.  Mission Frle_nds (#13_0)
10:45am. Deacon-Led Prayer Time 6:00 p.m. Banner/Sewmg/Knlttlng (#201)
11:00 am. Worship 6:15 p.m.  “Parental Guidance
5:00 p.m.  “Praise in Motion” Bell Choir Required” (#105)

(#246) 6:15p.m.  Prayer & Share (Robert)
6:00 p.m.  Youth 6:15p.m.  Men’s Bible Study (#205)
Monday - 07 6:30 p.m.  “Standing in Grace” Women’s
9:30am.  Staff Meeting Choir (#135)
Tuesday - 08 6:30 p.m.  “OK Chorale” Men’s Choir
6:00/7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Groups _ (#241)
6:00 p.m. Dover Minister’s Dinner 6:30 p.m.  Thompson Hall program
10:00 am. “Chimes of Time” Choir 6:45 p.m.  Preschool & Children’s Choirs
5:00 p.m.  Supper (#130 & # 236)
5:00 p.m.  “Praise in Motion” 7:4_0 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir (#135)
5:45p.m.  Youth Choir Friday - 11

10:00 a.m. Pearl Luck WOM
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A Word From Our Pastor

As | write this column there are so
many things racing through my
mind! Most of those things have to
do with family. I have been on the
opposite side of weddings 249
times but | have never been the
father of the groom and the
officiating minister! Consequently
questions arise and | don’t know the
answers. | am always nervous
whenever | do anything public and
now | am more nervous than usual.
I don’t want to make too many
mistakes. | don’t want to say the
wrong things. | don’t want to cry...
too much. There will be some
people that I will miss more deeply
than ever because we would want
them to share this celebration, but
they are with the Lord in the “land
that is fairer than day.” I am
excited, anxious, happy and a host
of other feelings. And by the time
you read these words, Matthew and
Jennifer’s marriage will be all said
and done and all brand new and |

will have conducted my 250"
wedding for one of the joys of our

lives! Whew! If you read this today

and see me, you will know that we
made it! God is so good!

Last Sunday was a good day for us in

Bible Study and worship. God
brought us some wonderful
“presents.” Two of our young men

made their public profession of faith

in Jesus Christ at our 8:30am
worship. Anthony Gardner and
Nathan Morris came forward and
did publicly what they have already
done in their hearts. At 11:00am
Jennifer, Allie and Anna Dockum
united with our church. Anna made
her profession of faith. Robert and
Jewel Hicks also came forward and
said they wanted to be a part of
church family. Did | say it was a
good day? In the words Ashland’s
former mayor and our friend, Dick
Gillis, It was a greattt day! God is
so good!

Thank you for your canned food
offerings today. Your generosity has
kept our food pantry filled but it
doesn’t stay filled long because the
needs are great. Your generosity has
also kept families fed. God is so
good! Don’t forget your Missions
Offering next week.

If you are a “bean counter,” | want
you to notice the loan balance on our
building. It is below $500,000. Your
commitment and investment in our
building has made it possible for us
to pay over four million dollars on
our building even in difficult
economic times. When the debt is
paid, we can begin to focus our
resources in other ministry
opportunities. God is so good!
Thank you also for your continued
gifts to our ministry budget and
commitment to next year’s budget.

Have a blessed day. God is so
good....all the time!

Blessings, Robert

voutteadlineg

CHOSEN:
Creatively Helping Others by Serving Every Neighbor.

John 15:15 - 17

: Sardines at 6:00 PM

Wednesday Night: Youth Bible Study, Chapel at 6:30 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS:

PASSPORT Missions Camp sign-up NOW!
(June 27 - July 02 Macon, GA)

The Edge Student & Leaders Conference in Caswell, NC
December 30 - January 1, 2010

DECEMBER:

13
19

signed up)

Chosen Award to: The Youth on Wednesday nights - Thanks for

being youl!

Youth Gift Wrapping Party at 6:00 PM
Youth Christmas Party and deliver Christmas gifts
30 The Edge, Student Conference at 8:30 AM (for those who

The First Baptist Church Post Office

will open on December 7. Bring your
church Christmas cards and place the
provided box in the commons area.

WED-NITE SUPPER

Menu for December 09

Baked Chicken
Scalloped Potatoes
Green Beans
Biscuits and assorted Desserts

Child’s Special
Chicken Nuggets

All meal reservations, cancellations and
changes to standing reservations must be
made by Monday at Noon, unless an
emergency occurs after that deadline.

Thompson Hall
CCDC Christmas Program

The Alde Reamy Class will provide
volunteers for December 009.
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Holiday Scrip

The final order for the
season is due TODAY,
December 6, at Noon.
Please pickup an order
form from the commons
area table and return the
completed form with
payment to the Scrip Box.
Scrip will be delivered no
later than Sunday,
December 13. Proceeds
will benefit benevolence.

Shoney’s Breakfast

It’s time again for Breakfast
at Shoney’s! The Miss
Lottie’s Ladies WOM group is
inviting everyone to this
annual event that has
become a happy tradition at
FBC. We’ll meet at the VA
Center Commons Shoney’s on
Tuesday, December 8 at 8:30
AM. Mrs. Helen Wood wiill tell
of her summer and fall
missions adventures. Please
bring a friend and join us.

Jail Cookie

Again this year we have the
opportunity to bake cookies
for the inmates at Pamunkey
Regional Jail. We need 100
dozen homemade chocolate
chip cookies (NO NUTS)
brought to the church by
December 22.

Ann Keller and Lydia
Collins will be in the
hallway after both services
on December 6 if you would
like to sign-up.

Grace Sightings . . .

“Kindness often seems so completely inappropriate, but love is patient and kind.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

CCDC News

You are invited to the
performing of “From The
Manger” on Wednesday,
December 9 at 6:30 PM.
The children will tell the
Christmas story in rhyme.
The children have worked
very hard on the program,
and I'm sure you won't
want to miss it!

Linda Ficklin, Director

Senior Adult News

January 13 Senior Adult
Council Meeting at 3:45 PM

January 21 Covered Dish
“"White Elephant Bingo”;
Please bring your “white
elephants” wrapped for use as
prizes. Good time to clean
out your clutter and share.

February 18 Dine Out

March 16 Quarterly
Luncheon; Singer “Anthony
Williams"”

Congratulations
To Lisa Reckley for her
4th Year Anniversary
on December 6 as an
Administrative
Assistant at First
Baptist Church.

STATISTICS - Financial - Attendance - Budget Requirements

Weekly Data: BUS FUND (TD)  $5,759.50
Budget Requirements $ 15,907.00 ]

Budget Receipts (11/30/09)  $12,546.05 Vemorial Garden  $110.00
Building Fund (11/30/09) $ 2,702.50 Lottie Moon (TD)  $230.00
Cost of New Sanctuary $4,675,000 World Hunger (TD)  $761.00
Current Loan Balance $ 495,000 )

Less Building Fund Balance 1,657 2009 Budget Requirements
Additional Gifts Needed $ 493,343  Needs to Date: $ 760,535
Endowment Fund (9/30) $63,053  Giftsto Date:  $ 763,013

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE
Sunday, November 30, 2009
Worship:
8:30 148
11:00 270
Sunday School:
Members 306
Visitors 9
Total 315




FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

800 Thompson Street
Ashland, VA 23005
(804) 798-9014

Fax: 804-798-9043

Email: fbcashland@verizon.net
Website: firstbaptistashland.org

PLEASE DO NOT PLACE ORDERS IN OFFERING PLATES

My order is for POINSETTIAS.
Our/My dedication should read:
In honor of

In memory of

Name:

Cost for each poinsettia is $10.00. Absolute Deadline is
Monday, December 7 by Noon.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF

Robert E. Thompson, Pastor
James F. Townsend, Associate Pastor
Frederick Horn, Minister of Music
and Family Life
Barbara A. Hollowell, Minister of Youth
and College Ministry

Betty F. Stadnick, Parish Nurse
Linda Ficklin, CCDC Director

Joanie L. Tompkins, Administrative Asst.
Lisa Reckley, Administrative Asst.

Kenneth LeFevre, Focus Editor

Beads for Life Jewelry Party
TODAY, December 6 the James Ellis Sunday School Class

will be sponsoring a Beads for Life party. These beads are
made by families in Uganda, Africa and are sold around the
world to help the families “eradicate poverty one bead at a
time”. Please come to Thompson Hall TODAY from 8:30 AM
to 3:00 PM to purchase some beads at cost of $5.00 to
$40.00 a piece to help these African families. Questions,
contact Berkeley Whitley at 550-0822. Also see the parking
lot bulletin board.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

The annual Christmas missions offering for 2009 will be divided
equally between SBC and the CBF unless the donor designates 100%
for one or the other.

The church office will be closing the 2009 financial records on
December 31. If you have any outstanding expenses that need

reimbursement, submit them to the office by December 15.

Prayer Concerns

OUR MEMBERS: Don Morgan, James Ellis, Brenda Stone, Jack Collison, Nancy Nordin, Donna
Alessi, Jack Brunton, Dale Waller, Barbara Cochran, Jim McLean, Margaret J. Caudle, Charles
Baltz, Nancy Melton, Doris Yowell.

FOR OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS: Trudy Hutcheson (Kim Hutcheson); Ellis Powell (Chuck Powell); Ann Kirby
(Dorsey Ficklin); Pete Dellinger (Diane & Billy Wood); Norman Gotthardt (Nancy Barnett); Kirk Williams (Betty
& John Irby & Matt Shelton); Pauline Sweet (Janice Miller); Leroy Waggett (Betsy Marks); Tommy Smith
(George Smith); Frank Harris (Walter Harris); Larry Horner (Mark Horner); Melissa Goode Cattarius &
Charles Skinner (Marjorie Goode); Lavelle Sheffield (Roy & Peggie Haley); Xander Waller (Dale & Morgan
Waller); Charles Rush (Dot Lee); Miles Coleman (Kit Taylor); Wilma Horn (Fred Horn); Cathy Waldrop (Gay
Blankenship); Ben Hutcheson (Phillip Hutcheson); Barker twins (Joe & Carrie); Kenny Allanson (Roy Saettel); ;
Walter Gibson (Harold Brooks); Linda Platt (Jackie Dougherty); Dick McGrew, Charlene Dillard (Peggy & Bob
Dillard); Jerry McGraw, Evelyn Smith and Lee Grant (Pat Ross); Sherri Pollick (Geri Gleeson); Nancy
Miffleton (Marti Glave & John Beck); Carolyn Powell (Luke Powell); Francis Hurdle (Dot Lee); Deb Williams
(Lydia Collins); Victor and Elizabeth Sarna, Cindy Richmond (Kay Rooke); Gail Glave (Brandon & Hunter
Glave); Jim Hilton (Sara Hilton); Norma Hopper (Crystal Hopper); Polly Raines (Venetia Redd); Joan Nevel
(Delores Tignor & Linwood Garris); ; Frankie Sutton and Rick lvey (Dick and Lois Ivey); Sharon, Delvin & Lily
Roberts (Nancy Melton); Jori Heckman (Tom Ficklin); Wanda Anderson (Bernie Marsh); Adriel Edwards (Bill
Chisholm); Charlotte Reynolds (Horn’s & Wendy Farmer); Julie Chapman & family (Travis Edwards); Don Lahy
(Steve Owens); Sandra Anderson (Jane McAlexander”); Scott Towne (Randy Howard); Chanel Hobbs (Tricia
Dalton); Al Willett (Gilmans); Richard Bagby (Jim & Betty Ellis); Ruth Hall (Watson Hall); Shyanne Shane;
William Sumner (Freida Bryant); Vera Lee Leigers (Caroline Jablonski); Scotty and Dottie Scott (Ginger
Collison); Angela DeVoe (Kim Hutcheson); Denver Bridwell (Buddy & Myra Weston); Tammy Trapani (Susan
Glisson); Rose Parsley (Joyce Parsley); Karen Snyder (Beth Mallory); Zach Fields (Don Fields); Diane Ballard
(Kathy Powell); Margaret Oberholtzer (Gail Dail); Ed Walinsky (Mick & Carol Outten); Tommy Clemons
(Alison Clemons); Robert Blanchard (Terri Cook); Ryan Southworth (Elsa Gray Thompson). Our military
personnel and country.




