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Special points of 
interest: 

• Sunday, October 
18, Quarterly 
Business Meeting at 
7:00 PM in Ellis Hall 

     The Focus 

First Baptist Church 

Noteworthy News of the Week 

 

OCTOBER 18 - 24, 2009 
 

Sunday - 18 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Blood Pressure Screening 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
9:45 a.m. “Fireproof Your Marriage” 
10:45 a.m. Deacon-Led Prayer Time 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
4:00 p.m. “The Inheritance” Bible Study 

(#208) 
5:00 p.m. “Praise in Motion” Bell Choir 

(#246) 
6:00 p.m. Youth in Chapel 
7:00 p.m. Quarterly Business Meeting 

in Ellis Hall 
Monday - 19 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
Tuesday - 20 
6:00/7:00 a.m.  Men’s Prayer Groups 
7:00 p.m. “The Inheritance” Bible Study 

at Mitchell’s home 
Wednesday - 21 
9:30 a.m. “Esther” Bible Study (#208) 
10:00 a.m. “Times of Chimes” Choir 

5:00 p.m. Supper 
5:45 p.m. Youth Choir (#135) 
6:00-7:45 p.m. Library Open 
6:00 p.m. GA’s, RA’s (Girls Gr. 1-2: 

#203; Girls Gr. 3-4: #215; Girls 
Gr. 5-6: #230; Boys: #217) 

6:00 p.m. Mission Friends (#130) 
6:00 p.m. “Esther” Bible Study (#208) 
6:00 p.m. Banner/Sewing/Knitting (#201) 
6:15 p.m. Prayer & Share (Robert) 
6:15 p.m. GriefShare (#216) 
6:15 p.m. Men’s Bible Study (#205) 
6:30 p.m. “Standing in Grace” Women’s 

Choir (#135) 
6:30 p.m. “OK Chorale” Men’s Choir 

(#241) 
6:30 p.m. Thompson Hall Program 
6:30 p.m. Youth 
6:45 p.m. Preschool Choir (#132) 
6:45 p.m. Children Choir (#217) 
7:30 p.m. College Bible Study (Chapel) 
7:40 p.m. Sanctuary Choir (#135) 
Thursday - 22 
6:00 p.m. ALPHA Course in Ellis Hall 

HEART WALK 
 

Jackie Gray will lead a 
team of walkers for the 
annual Heart Walk 
scheduled for Saturday, 
October 24 at 9:00AM. 
We have many families in 
our church who are and 
have been affected by the 
number one killer of men 
and women. Help us raise 
money for Heart Research 
in Virginia.  How can you 
help? Walk and raise 
money, encourage others 
or make donations. We 
welcome your support. 
Thanks and God Bless, 
Jackie.  Contact numbers: 
874-8460 C, 798-9753 H. 

THE GIVING TREE 
 

The CCDC has a Giving 
Tree next to the James 
Ellis Sunday School 
classroom,  The purpose 
of the tree is to offset cost 
of materials for the 
childcare center.  We ask 
you to take a leaf off the 
tree and purchase the 
item.  There is a 
container for the items.  
Thanks for your 
donations. 

The Stewardship Committee will present the proposed 2010 Budget on 
Sunday night, October 18, at the Quarterly Business Meeting. 
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to ask you to call, email, send 
cards, or visit; do whatever you 
need to do to ask others to share 
in this worship. I must admit that 
I would like to have the 
sanctuary filled, but it is more 
than that. To me, it is an 
opportunity for us to share the 
Good News and celebrate what 
God has done for His creation. 
We are about people who need 
to know and to share God’s 
love as revealed in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

Our Quarterly Business 
Meeting is tonight at 7:00pm in 
Ellis Hall. Our Stewardship 
Committee will present the 
proposed 2010 Ministry Budget 
at that meeting. Make sure you 
pick up a copy of the budget. 
You will find them in the 
vestibule, commons area and 
other places around the building. 

We will also elect messengers to 
the Dover Annual Meeting and the 
Baptist General Association 
meeting. If you are interested, 
please let us know. 
 

This is a great place to serve God. 
Thank you so much for the 
privilege. I know there are a lot of 
wonderful churches, but I believe 
I have been blessed to serve one 
of the best. 
 

Have a good week and know I 
love you. 
 

God bless,  
 

Robert 

Maybe it’s me, but I hope not. I 
hope it is you. I feel the 
anticipation and excitement for 
our worship and Bible Study on 
November 1. We’ve had one 
worship before, but for reasons 
beyond my understanding I 
believe this will be a different 
worship…not on style or order, 
but in spirit. We will gather at 
the Lord’s Table that day. 
Several of our choirs will be 
singing an anthem called 
“Marchin’ On Up.”  It has lots 
of energy and power.  You will 
be blessed. 
 

Curtis Necessary, Sunday 
School Director, is challenging 
and encouraging classes to 
contact all members and invite 
friends to Bible Study and 
worship. I’ve already heard that 
some of you have been inviting 
people to attend that day. I want 

A Word From Our Pastor 

WEDWEDWEDWED----NITE SUPPERNITE SUPPERNITE SUPPERNITE SUPPER    
Menu for October 21 

 

Shepherds Pie 
Corn, Salad 

Rolls and Apple Cobbler 
Small salad bar available  

 

Child’s Special: 
 

Grilled Cheese 
 

All meal reservations, cancellations 
and changes to standing reservations 
must be made by Monday at Noon, 
unless an emergency occurs after that 
deadline. 

 

Ellis Hall 
 

“How to Read the NT”  
Dr. Scott Spencer:  Apocaylptic 

 

The Explorers Class will provide 
volunteers for October 21. 
 

Upcoming Programs: 
 

Oct. 28:  Trunk O’ Treat 
Nov. 04:  Moody Science DVD 

CHOSEN: CHOSEN: CHOSEN: CHOSEN:     
Creatively Helping Others by Serving Every Neighbor. 

 

John 15:15 - 17 
 

TODAY:  Volleyball at 6:00 to 7:00 PM  
   

Wednesday Night:  6:30 PM Bible Study in Chapel with Carla Darby 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

October:October:October:October:    
• 25 Pumpkin Carving & Costume Contest.  Please bring a 

 pumpkin to carve and a costume of the pumpkin kind.  Starts 
 at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

• 28 Trunk or Treat 
 

PASSPORT sign-up NOW!  Registration opens Nov. 2, so if you 
plan on going, I need a head count!  (June 27 - July 02 Macon, GA) 
 

The Chosen Award this week:  Carla Darby, Susan Glisson and 
Mr. Marsh for filling in for me. Thank you for your willing hearts! 
 

Thought for the Day:  “Relying on God has to begin all over again 
every day as if nothing had yet been done.”   - C. S. Lewis 
 

College/Young Adults Events 
Every Wednesday night Fellowship and Bible Study at First Baptist 
Church, 7:30 PM in the Chapel.  Serendipity Bible Study 



Ashland Harvest Run and 
Community Health Faire 

 

You are invited to the 1st Annual 
Community Health Faire held in 
conjunction with the 6th Annual 
Ashland Harvest Run set for Sat., 
October 24 from 8:00 to 11:00 AM 
at Carter Park. 
 

There will be free blood pressure and 
glucose screenings, kids’ ID kits, 
H1N1 information, massages, raffles,  
and much more. 
 

It’s not too late to sign up for the 
certified 10 K run or 5K run/walk.  
Proceeds will benefit Ashland’s St. 

Weekly Data: 
 

Budget Requirements       $ 15,907.00 
 

Budget Receipts (10/11/09) $ 12,622.75 
 

Building Fund (10/11/09)    $   2,275.00 
 

Cost of New Sanctuary      $4,675,000 
 

Current Loan Balance      $   615,000 
Less Building Fund Balance             22,756 
Additional Gifts Needed       $  592,244 

Community Event      Grief Share  

STATISTICS - Financial - Attendance - Budget Requirements 
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 
 

Sunday, October 11, 2009 
 

Worship:        
  8:30  128 
 11:00  261 
 
 

Sunday School: 
 

 Members 312 
 Visitors   11 
 Total  323 

2009 Budget Requirements 
 

Needs to Date:    $ 649,186 
 

Gifts to Date:      $ 645,081 

Senior Adult News 
Wednesday, October 28 
Riverside Theatre:  
“Joseph and The Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” 
Cost: $50.00;  leave church at 10:30 
AM;  *Reservations must be made 
by Noon on Monday, October 19th* 
 

Thursday, November 19  Noon 
Educational Financial Seminar led 
by Paul Mangano with Banker Life 
& Casualty 
No selling will occur at the seminar.   
Other topics will be covered later. 

BUS FUND (TD)        $5,699.50 
 

Memorial Garden    $50.00 
 

State Missions (TD) $688.00 
 

World Hunger  $150.00 

Grace Sightings . . .   
 

“Do not put off what you can do today; you will make your day poorer.  Tomorrow may be too late” 
          -  Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

CCDC News 
The children in Miss 
Danielle’s class went to 
the pumpkin patch on 
Wednesday.  Everyone 
got a big orange pumpkin.  
 

We are getting excited 
about “Down on the Farm 
Fall Festival” which is on 
Thursday night.  There 
will be games and prizes 
for the CCDC children. 
 

  Linda Ficklin, Director 

James Free Clinic and Western 
Hanover Emergency Action Team 
(WHEAT).  Our own ACES received 
over $5,000 from the ’07 and ’08 
events. 
 

For more info contact Tricia Dalton 
at 798-5318 or go online to 
www.AshlandHarvestRun.com.   We 
need your support!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
 

To Eleanor and Tim 
Robertson on the birth of 
their daughter, Gabriella 
Rose Robertson, on 
October 11.   
 

Proud grandparents are 
Ranny and Barb 
Robertson. 
 

Happy aunt and uncle are 
Laura and Jason Ross. 

Surviving the Holidays 
 

No matter how long it’s been 
since the loss of your loved 
one, grief can make the 
holidays a painful time.  But 
there’s hope.  Join us for an 
encouraging seminar that will 
help you survive the holidays 
and discover new reasons to 
enjoy them again.  Come on 
Sunday, November 8, at 
2:00 PM in Thompson Hall.  
Call the church office to sign-
up! 



800 Thompson Street 
Ashland, VA 23005 
(804) 798-9014 
Fax: 804-798-9043 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

OUR MEMBERS: Buddy Weston, Gale Matheny, Brenda Stone; Jack Brunton; Dale Waller, Barbara 
Cochran, Jim McLean, Nancy Nordin, Robert Crowder,  Polly Hollins, Margaret J. Caudle, Charles 
Baltz, Nancy Melton, Doris Yowell.   
 

FOR OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS:  Kin Melton (Jane Wait); Larry Horner (Mark Horner); Libby Taylor-Curl (Kit 
Taylor); Betty Rusk (Robert Tribble); Melissa Goode Cattarius & Charles Skinner (Marjorie Goode); Lavelle 
Sheffield (Roy & Peggie Haley); Xander Waller (Dale & Morgan Waller); Charles Rush (Dot Lee); Miles Coleman 
(Kit Taylor); Trey Roberts (Roberts & Rhyne); Byron Overstreet (Overstreet’s); French Maggard and Wilma 
Horn (Fred Horn); Cathy Waldrop (Gay Blankenship); Ben Hutcheson (Phillip Hutcheson); Barker twins (Joe & 
Carrie); David Carter (Lydia Collins); Norris Dyke (Opal & Logan Dyke); Kenny Allanson (Roy Saettel); Lizzie 
Powell (Peggie Haley); Walter Gibson (Harold Brooks); Linda Platt (Jackie Dougherty); Dick McGrew, Charlene 
Dillard and Kayla Nunnery (Peggy & Rob Dillard); Jerry McGraw, Evelyn Smith and Lee Grant (Pat Ross); Ken 
Kuniak and Sherri Pollick (Geri Gleeson); Nancy Miffleton (Marti Glave); Carolyn Powell (Luke Powell); Francis 
Hurdle (Dot Lee);  Deb Williams (Lydia Collins); Victor and Elizabeth Sarna, Cindy Richmond (Kay Rooke); Gail 
Glave (Brandon & Hunter Glave); Jim Hilton (Sara Hilton); Norma Hopper (Crystal Hopper);  Gary and Beverly 
Cash (Derek LeFevre); Polly Raines (Venetia Redd); Joan Nevel (Delores Tignor & Linwood Garris); ; Frankie 
Sutton and Rick Ivey (Dick and Lois Ivey); Barry Craig, Sharon, Delvin & Lily Roberts, Thurston & Fairchild 
families, Shirley Starner, Carrie Harper and Dorothy Bynum (Nancy Melton); Jori Heckman (Tom Ficklin); 
Wanda Anderson (Bernie Marsh); Adriel Edwards (Bill Chisholm); Charlotte Reynolds (Horn’s & Wendy Farmer); 
Web Buchanan (Dot Buchanan); Julie Chapman & family (Travis Edwards); Don Lahy (Steve Owen); Sandra 
Anderson (Jane McAlexander’); Scott Towne (Randy Howard); Chanel Hobbs (Tricia Dalton); Al Willett (Gilmans); 
Richard Bagby (Jim & Betty Ellis); Ruth Hall (Watson Hall); Shyanne Shane; William Sumner (Freida Bryant); 
VeraLee Leigers (Caroline Jablonski); Scotty and Dottie Scott (Ginger Collison); George Glenn (Roy & Peggie 
Haley);  Angela DeVoe (Kim Hutcheson); Denver Bridwell (Buddy & Myra Weston);  Tammy Trapani (Susan 
Glisson);  Rose Parsley (Joyce Parsley); Jim McLean, Jr. (Jim & Mary McLean); Karen Snyder (Beth Mallory); Zach 
Fields (Don Fields); Diane Ballard (Kathy Powell); Margaret Oberholtzer (Gail Dail);   Ed Walinsky (Mick & Carol 
Outten); Tommy Clemons (Alison Clemons); Robert Blanchard (Terri Cook); Ryan Southworth (Elsa Gray 
Thompson).  Our military personnel and especially our country.   

Prayer Concerns 

Email: fbcashland@verizon.net 
Website: firstbaptistashland.org 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 
 

Robert E. Thompson, Pastor 
James F. Townsend, Associate Pastor 
Frederick Horn, Minister of Music  
                    and Family Life 
Barbara H. Hollowell, Minister of Youth  
             and College Ministry 
 

Betty F. Stadnick, Parish Nurse 
Linda Ficklin, CCDC Director 
 

Joanie L. Tompkins, Administrative Asst. 
Lisa Reckley, Administrative Asst. 
 

Kenneth LeFevre, Focus Editor 

If you missed out on the opportunity to purchase a 
personalized pan from “That's My Pan”, IT IS BACK and just 
in time for Christmas.  Please stop by the table in the 
commons area and place your order beginning October 11 
to November 1. Pan samples will be displayed, as well as 
other personalized gifts.  Funds raised will go in the 
missions fund on behalf of the Italy Mission Team. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOE BOX MINISTRY 
 

It’s time to make up the shoeboxes for disadvantaged 
children this Christmas.  Please pickup a brochure and fill a 
box or two.  Our goal is 300 shoeboxes this year.  The 
collection dates are November 16 - 22, by Sunday at 
Noon.  Great places to shop are Dollar Tree, Dollar 
General, Roses or Wal-Mart.  Thank you for this year! 
 

Leave your filled and wrapped boxes (with lids wrapped 
separately) on the table in the sanctuary hallway.  No bows 
or ribbons, please. 

The Community Thanksgiving Dinner plans are coming together 
nicely. We have had a great response from some local businesses and a 
few local churches have responded to help as well. So how can you help: 
* Pray for the event, those attending and those serving 
* If you are interested in volunteering, please call Tammy Van Gils at 
798-7802. We need volunteers Wednesday afternoon and Thursday 
(Thanksgiving Day) starting at 7:00 AM. 
* If you are interested in joining us to eat or know someone who may 
like to come to eat, pick up a flyer in the lobby area and RSVP today. 
   Thanks, Tammy Van Gils and Buddy Gilbert 


