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Special points of 
interest: 

The cake decorating 
class scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 15 
has been cancelled. 

 

Katie Souza and 
#1 Praise Band in 
Virginia will be at 
First Baptist in 
Ellis Hall on 
Tuesday, July 28 
from 5:00-8:00 PM 
Dogs & Burgers 
available. 

     The Focus 

First Baptist Church 

Noteworthy News of the Week 

 

JULY 12 - 18, 2009 
Sunday - 12   
8:30 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
10:45 a.m. Deacon-Led Prayer Time 
11:00 a.m. Worship  
6:00 p.m. Youth  
 

Monday - 13 
9:00 a.m. Music Camp group leaves 
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Yoga in Thompson Hall 
 

Tuesday - 14 
6:00/7:00 a.m.  Men’s Prayer Groups 
No Men’s Horseshoe Fellowship 

Tonight 
 

Wednesday - 15 
6:00 p.m. Casserole Dinner 

6:30 p.m. Youth 
7:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study (#205) 
7:00 p.m. Coach’s Corner with 

Coach Arruza (#234) 
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Choir  
7:30 p.m. Stewardship Committee 
 

Thursday - 16 
7:00 p.m. Art Class with Earlene in 

Ellis Hall 
 

Friday - 17 
TBA Music Camp group 

returns 
 

Saturday - 18 
11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Church 

Picnic at the Stone’s 
Farm 

Come for a Hee Haw-in’ good time at Maw and Paw Stone’s Farm up at 
13270 Blanton Road nears Ashland.  Sattaday aft’noon July 18, frum 11:30 
til 3:00 PM.  Vittles at Noon.  Whears any overalls, but you’r Sunday Goin’ 
to Meetin’ pairs.  We’ll be hav’n lots of good vittles if’n ya’ll brings a side 
dish to share.  Bar-B-Q and stuff to drink provided.  Bring a good sittin’ 
chair if’n ya don’t like ours.  We garuntee a few good belly laughs ta be 
had by ya’ll!   
 

Call the Church office or your local friendly Deacon by July 10 if’n you’r be 
a-comin.  

Next Sunday July 19 

Congratulations to 
Robert and Barbara 
Tribble on their 
marriage, Friday, 
July 10, 2009.   

Hee Haw 

Dr. Jim Townsend 
takes the Pulpit 



 

PAGE  2      THE FOCUS VOL. XXIX NO. 27 

about 12:30am Tuesday morning 
to the applause and the 
excitement of family and friends. 
Did they ever look good (albeit 
tired!).  God did a good thing 
with this group and I cannot wait 
to hear the stories. I have a 
hunch that some lives were 
changed forever…here and in 
Italy. 
 

Today Stuart Carlton is 
preaching and we are 
commissioning our 2009 
Passport team. Our family 
misses being with you but I 
know this will be a great 
worship. Next week Jim 
Townsend will be preaching and 
I am sure Jim will have some 
Italy stories to tell. Make sure 
you are present.  All of our 
contact with Italy makes me 
hungry for some spaghetti! 
 

Have a great week and know we 
love you. 
 

God bless,  
 

Robert 

This past week has been one of 
those of weeks where too many 
of our folks are dealing with 
struggles that are as heavy and 
painful as one can imagine. I 
have seen you respond with an 
abundance of prayer and love to 
these folks. Like so many you 
want to “do something,” and it is 
tough to figure out what those 
“somethings” are, but never, ever 
underestimate the significance 
and power of your prayers and 
love.  Food is important, cards 
are encouraging, visits are 
supportive, but prayers and love 
undergird all of that. Thank you 
for the way you respond to 
those in need. Don’t ever quit. 
 

What a joy it was to welcome 
our Italy Mission Team back 
home Tuesday morning. They 
pulled into the church parking lot 

A Word From Our Pastor 

S.H.A.R.P   A Servant’s Heart:  Always Ready & Prepared 
 

Wednesday nights Youth at 6:30 PM & Sunday nights at 6:00 PM 
 

TODAY:  Volleyball at 6:00 PM 
   

This Wednesday Night:   Bible Study at 6:30 PM 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS:UPCOMING EVENTS:UPCOMING EVENTS:UPCOMING EVENTS:    

• July 18-24 - Youth Passport to Macon, GA. Happy Wagon 
leaving 2:00 PM on Saturday. *WE ARE IN NEED OF A MALE 
CHAPERONE FOR PASSPORT*  Last chance!! Please contact 
Barbara! 

 
Servant’s Heart Award:  Virginia and Victoria for being a great help 
last Sunday night! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS in AUGUST: 

• 8 “Exchanging Hearts” Serving the community 
• 9 Celebrating the upcoming 7th Graders, Waller Mill Park, 

Williamsburg, VA.  THIS IS FOR ALL YOUTH! 
 

College/Young Adults Events 
 

Every Wednesday night Fellowship and Bible Study at First Baptist 
Church, 7:30 PM in the Chapel.  Serendipity Bible Study 

Men’s Softball  
 

Tuesday, July 14, Pole Green 
Park #2 beginning at 6:30 PM 

 
 

Pole Green Parks located at: 8996 
Pole Green Park Lane, Mechanicsville, 
VA 23116 

CCDC News 
The children have been 
learning about farm 
animals.  On Friday to 
end the unit, the children 
got to ride a pony.   
 

Music Camp is going very 
well.  The music camp 
performance, “United We 
Stand”, will be Friday 
night August 14 at 7:00 
PM.  Mark your 
calendars. 
 

     Linda Ficklin, Director 

CANCELLATION 
 

There will NOT be Men’s 
Horseshoe Fellowship on 
Tuesday night, July 15. 
 
It will resume on July 21.  
Hope to see you there. 



I wanted to let you know we 
will not have a BLOOD 
DRIVE on July 19. Our name 
was inadvertently removed 
from the Virginia Blood Drive 
calendar, and it was not 
possible to arrange a date for 
July. The next Blood Drive 
will be September 20,2009 
from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM in 
Thompson Hall. 
 
 
 

Weekly Data: 
Budget Requirements       $15,907.00 
 

Budget Receipts (07/05/09) $  24,826.00 
Building Fund (07/05/09)    $   2,305.00 
 
Cost of New Sanctuary      $4,675,000 
Current Loan Balance      $   645,000 
Less Building Fund Balance             15,484 
Additional Gifts Needed       $  629,516 

Parish Nurse   Pearl Luck WOM  VAC Bible Study  

STATISTICS - Financial - Attendance - Budget Requirements 

Our deepest sympathy and 
love goes to Debbie Mason 
and her son Paul in the death 
of her father, Donald Petri, 
Sr. 
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 
 

Sunday, July 05, 2009 
 

Worship:        
  8:30    89 
 11:00  145 
 
 

Sunday School: 
 

 Members 252 
 Visitors   04 
 Total  256 

2009 Budget Requirements 
 

Needs to Date:    $ 426,488 
 

Gifts to Date:      $ 413,529 

Senior Adult News 

August 13 Covered Dish, 
  Program TBA 
 
September 15  Quarterly 
       Luncheon,  
Program:  “Wings of Hope” 
 
October 8  Book Fair 
 

 

BUS FUND (TD)        $5,699.50 
 

Dover Week of Prayer  $815.00 
 

Memorial Garden  $ 50.00 
 

 

Grace Sightings . . .   
 

“. . . learning about and respecting another person’s religious beliefs and practices  
do not compromise one’s own faith commitments.”  - Barbara Brown Taylor 

Wednesday Nights 
 

July 15 - Casserole  
  Dinner 
 

Bring your favorite 
casserole with the 
recipe.  Dessert and 
drinks provided.  
 

Call the church office 
to sign-up! 

VACATION VACATION VACATION VACATION     
BIBLE SCHOOLBIBLE SCHOOLBIBLE SCHOOLBIBLE SCHOOL    

    

AUGUST 2 - 6, 2009 
  

Go to www.group.com to check 
out our VBS for this summer! 

The Pearl Luck WOM 
group is selling a new 
Church Keepsake 
Ornament.  Orders are 
taken in front of the 
Parlor Room.  All 
proceeds to benefit 
WMU Ministries. 



800 Thompson Street 
Ashland, VA 23005 
(804) 798-9014 
Fax: 804-798-9043 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

OUR MEMBERS: Norm Hasenfang and Brenda Stone - Drs. Forest, Betty Hutchins - Memorial Reg.; Robert 
Crowder,  Linda Johnson, George Davis, Catherine Painter, Betty McLauchlin, Polly Hollins, Margaret J. 
Caudle, Randy Howard, Charles Baltz, Nancy Melton, Doris Yowell.   
 

FOR OUR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS:  Carolyn Powell (Luke’s wife); Nancy Nordin and Francis Hurdle (Dot Lee’s daughter 
& sister);  Chuck Rush (Dot Lee’s nephew); Deb Williams (Lydia Collins’ friend); Cindy Richmond (Kay Rooke’s friend); 
Claire Selepak (Billy Jones’ aunt); Gail Glave (Brandon and Hunter’s aunt); Lizzie Powell (John Irby’s friend); Jim Hilton 
(Sarah’s husband); Ballard Jewell (Ann Bales brother); Norma Hopper (Stuart & Crystal’s grandmother); Sherri Pollick 
(Geri Gleeson’s friend); Wesley Smart (Lemoine’s husband); Janet Brannon Phillips (Jane Wait’s cousin); Doni Williams 
(Jeff Gerhart’s co-worker); Jerry and Beverly Cash (Derek LeFevre’s friends); Paisley Burleigh (Lenny Dean’s grand-
daughter);  Polly Raines (Venetia Redd’s mother); Billy Thomasson; Joan Nevel (sister of Delores Tignor & Linwood 
Garris); John and Marie Johnson (Charlotte DeLuke’s cousins); Barry Craig (Nancy Melton’s nephew); Rick Ivey (Dick and 
Lois’ son); Thurston & Fairchild families, Shirley Starner, Carrie Harper and Dorothy Bynum (Nancy Melton’s 
friends); Jori Heckman (Tom Ficklin’s friend); Wanda Anderson (Bernie Marsh’s mother); Don Cunningham (David 
Snipe’s brother-in-law); Lenora Cook (Grace Robinson’s sister); Adriel Edwards (Bill Chisholm’s friend); Charlotte 
Reynolds (Horn’s neighbor & Wendy Farmer’s friend); John Carwile (Jane & Rob Wait’s friend);  Web Buchanan (Dot 
Buchanan’s son); Julie Chapman & family (Travis Edwards’ daughter); Don Lahy (Steve Owen’s friend); Sandra 
Anderson (Jane McAlexander’s relative); Scott Towne (Randy Howard’s friend); Carolyn Morris O’Connor (John Mallory’s 
niece); Chanel Hobbs (Tricia Dalton’s friend); Al Willett (Gilmans’ friend); Charlene Dillard (Bob and Peggy’s sister-in-
law); Richard Bagby (Ellis neighbor’s great-nephew); Katherine Correll (Gloria Horne’s niece); Lee Grant (Pat Ross’ niece-
in-law); Ruth Hall (Watson’s wife); Shyanne Shane; William Sumner (Freida Bryant’s father); Jonni Farish & VeraLee 
Leigers (Caroline Jablonskis’ co-worker); Jerry McGraw (Pat Ross’ friend); Victor and Elizabeth Sarna (Kay Rooke’s 
friends); Lex Eckenrode (Dillards’ friend); Melissa Chapman (Judy Futch’s friend); Frankie Sutton (Lois Ivey’s sister-in-
law); Scotty and Dottie Scott (Ginger Collison’s parents); Dick McGrew (The  Dillard’s friend); George Glenn & Jerry 
Huntsinger (Roy and Peggie Haley’s friends);  Angela DeVoe (Kim Hutcheson’s friend); Denver Bridwell (Weston’s friend);  
Tammy Trapani (friend of Susan Glisson);  Rose Parsley (Joyce’s sister-in-law); Jim McLean, Jr. (Jim and Mary’s son); 
Karen Snyder (Beth Mallory’s cousin); Zach Fields (Don’s brother); Ricky Dingus & Gracie Mabery (Charlotte DeLuke’s 
cousin & mother); Diane Ballard (Powell family friend); Margaret Oberholtzer (Gail Dail’s mother and friend);   Ed 
Walinsky (Outtens’ friend); Tommy Clemons (Alison’s husband); Robert Blanchard (Terri Cook’s brother); Ryan 
Southworth (Elsa Gray’s friend).  Remember all military personnel. 

Prayer Concerns 

Email: fbcashland@verizon.net 
Website: firstbaptistashland.org 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 
 

Robert E. Thompson, Pastor 
James F. Townsend, Associate Pastor 
Frederick Horn, Minister of Music  
                    and Family Life 
Barbara H. Hollowell, Minister of Youth  
             and College Ministry 
 

Betty F. Stadnick, Parish Nurse 
Linda Ficklin, CCDC Director 
Joanie L. Tompkins, Administrative Asst. 
Lisa Reckley, Administrative Asst. 
Kenneth R. LeFevre, Focus Editor 

We now have a Drop Box for the Church office.  This is for 
envelopes or any other information that you need to get 
to office personnel when the office is closed.  The drop 
box slot is on the wall next to the elevator in the 
commons area. 

We wish to thank our church family for the 
many expressions of support and care shown 
to us during the illness and passing of Andy’s 
mother.  We are blessed to be a part of this 
warm and loving fellowship. 
   Andy and Pam Stiles 

From the family of Elizabeth H. Mills, 
Thanks for the prayers, calls, and lovely flowers sent when my 
mother died.  She was a “Special Lady” and we will surely miss 
her. 
              Thanks again, 
    Watson Hall and family 
 
Dear FBC Family, 
Love and gratitude for your cards, calls, food, visits, flowers, and 
most of all for your prayers! 
    Catherine Painter 

The new church directories 
are here!  Pick yours up today 
in the church commons area  


